Bill Evans

Since Bill Evans joined the ranks of miles davis historic comeback band in 1980 [at age 22], Bill has recorded and performed with John Mclaughlin, Herbie Hancock, Gil Evans, Lee Ritenour, Dave Grusin, Mick Jagger and Andy Summers to name a few. After Bills' many tours as a leader with his band "Push" he is firmly established as a leader in the international music scene. He has continued to grace audiences with his distinctive style not only as a virtuoso saxophonist, but as a prolific keyboardist, producer and writer. Seldom does he play or record with a band that does not want to highlight one of his many compositions. Bill has remained in the forefront as one of the most "in demand" saxophonists of the 80's and 90's. Members of his band have included bassist Victor Bailey, Darryl Jones, Mark Egan, guitarist Hiram Bullock, drummers Lenny White, Dennis Chambers, and Ndugu Chanceller. [to name a few] 

About some of Bills recordings as a leader:

· Debut -1984 Electra/musician "Living in the Crest of a Wave" 

· 1986- Blue Note release "The Alternative Man" 

· 1989- "Live at the Blue Note Tokyo Vol1" featuring Dennis Chambers, Jim Beard, Daryl Jones, Chuck Loeb 

· 1991- "Live at the Blue Note Tokyo Vol 2" featuring Victor Bailey 

· 1992- "Petite Blond" recorded "live" during Bills' 1992 all-star European tour. 

· In 1993, the CD "Push," Bills' first studio album in years, features Bruce Hornsby, Marcus Miller, Bob James, and Jeff Golub among others.  

The period following the release of "push", [93 /94] found Bill touring Europe, South America, and Japan. During one of Bills' tours with "Push" [now the name of his band] Bill recorded "Live in Europe" in 1994 , which critics hailed as the "most ingenious blend of Hip-Hop and jazz out there." Bill featured rappers in the band.

1995/96 again found Bill in the studio recording his 9th CD as a leader, titled "Escape," it features Lee Ritenour, Marcus Miller, Wallace Roney to name a few. "Escape" was a favorite on contemporary radio and reached the top of the contemporary jazz charts as well as urban radio.

The Japanese have shown a strong liking to Bill's talents and have graced their jazz calendars and magazine covers with his picture along with ranking him near the top of their popularity polls. As writer Takao Ogawa wrote after one of Bill's performances "the music that the Bill Evans Group played was a free, marvelous combination of power and sensitive beauty."

Miles Davis was quoted in People Magazine saying "Bill Evans is one of the greatest musicians I've come upon. He and Gil Evans. There must be something with those Evanses. Must be a breed." Bill was instrumental in helping Miles put together his infamous comeback band in 1980, introducing Miles to Marcus Miller, Mike Stern and John Scofield, touring the world numerous times. The legendary Davis featured Bill on four of his albums; Decoy, Man With The Horn, Star People and the Grammy Award winning "We Want Miles."

After Bill Evans' four year apprenticeship with Miles, guitar master John Mclaughlin decided to reincarnate his Mahavishnu Orchestra and selected Evans as the first reed player in the history of the group. The group toured and stayed on the road for much of the years between 1984 and 1986 touring Europe, the far east and the United States. By the end of 1986 Evans had recorded two albums with John "Adventures in Radio Land" and "Mahavishnu." Following his stint with Mclaughlin, he recorded and toured with friends Mark Egan and Danny Gottlieb in the RCA group Elements. 

Aside from focusing on his own band, Bill is very selective in his collaborations with other artists, choosing to indulge only in music that inspires him. The Headhunters tour with Herbie Hancock [in the summer of 1989] was one such group. The line-up included Darryl Jones on bass, Ndugu Chancler on drums, Wah-Wah Watson on guitar and Mino Cinelu on percussion. Hancock described Evans' playing as a "painter with remarkable sensitivity and feeling."

During the spring of 1997, Bill appeared as a special guest with guitarist Lee Ritenours' tour of the U.S., where Bill was featured as a guest on lees' release "Alive in L.A."

Bill then completed his 10th CD as a leader titled "Starfish & the Moon" released in September 1997 followed by a tour of Japan and Europe with his group.

In 1998 Bill released his 11th CD as a leader titled "Touch." The CD was written, arranged, and produced by Bill. "Touch" featured many of the performers from his Escape CD including Wallace Roney, Lee Ritenour, Vinny Caliuta. etc...

His most recent bands have included Dean Brown and Mitch Stein -Guitar, Lionel Cordew -Drums, Henry Hey -Keyboards, and Tim Lefebvre -Bass. Bill says "These guys can play anything" The band grooves with a combination of funk, jungle and rhythm & groove.

In 1999 Bill toured Europe with his group and did a tour of the far east with the "Manhattan Jazz Quintet."

