Little Charlie and The Night Cats
Charlie Baty was born in Alabama in 1953, moved to California at the age of 8, and began playing harmonica at the age of   12.   Fascinated by the sound of the harmonica and a chance gift of a classic record 'The Best of Little Walter', Charlie quickly learned harmonica well enough to front his own high-school band and compete in a few San Francisco Bay Area battle-of -the-bands.   By the age of 18, while attending UC Berkeley, Charlie was performing in Bay Area blues clubs and happened to meet Rick Estrin through a mutual friend--harmonica player, Gary Smith.    A few years later (in 1976), Rick Estrin telephoned Charlie and suggested forming   a musical union and 'Little Charlie & the Nightcats' was born.   Charlie switched from harmonica to guitar and Rick took over the singing and harmonica playing.   During the early years of the Nightcats, Charlie & Rick fronted house bands at the Sacramento Blues Festival and University of Oregon Blues Festival, appeared in many regional festivals, and slowly developed a loyal following.   In these early years 'Little Charlie and the Nightcats' backed up Big Mama Thornton, Tiny Powell, Charles Brown, Sonny Rhodes, Albert Collins, Floyd Dixon, John Lee Hooker, Gatemouth Brown, Pee Wee Crayton, in addition to performing their own shows at festivals.   In 1982 the band recorded its first record, a 45 of a Rick Estrin original 'Homely Girl' backed with 'Run Me Down'.   Little Charlie's guitar playing was recognized by Robert Cray in an early interview he did with Rolling Stone Magazine, and eventually the band signed with Alligator Records and released   'All the Way Crazy' in 1987.   Charlie Baty has continued to grow as a guitarist, playing blues, jazz, western swing, and other types of music and combining these styles to form a unique voice.   Charlie has recorded 10 records with Alligator, 3 records with John Hammond on Point Blank, and appeared as a guest on records by Joe Louis Walker, Kid Ramos, and others.   Charlie has written many guitar instrumentals, and plans to release a solo jazz/blues record in 2006.
Rick Estrin 

Rick Estrin started playing harmonica in San Francisco in the 1960's. By age 18 he was opening for Z.Z. Hill at San Francisco's premier black night club, the Club Long Island in the Hunter's Point district. During this engagement he met soul singer/songwriter/all-around entertainer Rodger Collins who was to become his show business and songwriting mentor. Rick traveled with Rodger up and down the West Coast and tried to pay very close attention when Rodger would share his theories on songwriting and his show business wisdom.   At the age of 20 Rick journeyed to Chicago at the urging of his friend and fellow harp player, native Chicagoan Jerry Portnoy.   While in Chicago. Rick had the opportunity to play with such luminaries as Muddy Waters and Buddy Guy and work and tour with such legendary figures as Eddie Taylor, Sam Lay, John Littlejohn, Johnny Young and the celebrated "Cool Johnny Twist".   After years of traveling between California and Chicago, and honing his craft, Rick joined forces with guitarist Little Charlie Baty to form 'Little Charlie and the Nightcats'.   Rick has won a WC Handy Award for Best Blues Song of the Year ('My Next Ex-Wife'), and has written songs recorded by Koko Taylor, Robert Cray, Little Milton, John Hammond, and many others.   Rick continues his great song-writing tradition on 'Nine Lives' by penning 10 new compositions
J. Hansen

  J. Hansen fell in love with the drums at the age of five, and has been playing ever since.   After teaching himself some simple grooves from his favorite childhood rock and roll records, he began to study and play in the school band at ten years old.   This music education culminated in a Bachelor of Arts degree in percussion performance from California State University at Hayward, a renowned jazz school.   J. played his first professional job at age 13 with Clint Baker's New Orleans jazz band, remaining with the group for the next 13 years playing jazz festivals across the country, in addition to freelancing with various groups around the San Francisco Bay Area.   J. Hansen started his own original R&B/Funk band 'Verso' in 1995, which performed around the Bay Area for the next four years.   This is the group that gave J. Hansen his first vehicle for songwriting, and in 1997 Verso released their CD, "Attacking Metropolis".    J. Hansen joined the band 'Steve Lucky and the Rhumba Bums'- one of the premier retro-swing bands in the country.   J. extensively toured the U.S. and Europe with the Rhumba Bums until 2002, when he left the band to join Little Charlie and the Nightcats.   J. Hansen has toured Europe, Asia, Australia and North America with Little Charlie & the Nightcats, appearing on TV and in concert performing an average of 200 dates per year.     J's singing, songwriting, and phenomenal drumming are showcased on their current Alligator release, "Nine Lives
Lorenzo Farrell 

Lorenzo Farrell studied classical piano as a child in Kentucky and Indiana, picking up the acoustic bass during his high school years in California. He attended UC-Berkeley, and spent six months studying religion and philosophy at the University of Delhi, India. After receiving his Philosophy degree from Cal, Lorenzo returned to music, embarking on a career as an acoustic and electric bassist, performing jazz, blues, rock, soul, and Brazilian styles. When he's not touring with the Nightcats, Lorenzo works with a variety of Bay Area bands, including the big band Contemporary Jazz Orchestra, and the original jazz group Collective Amnesia. He is an award-winning jazz composer and has performed with, among others, Clark Terry, Joshua Redman, Phil Woods, James Williams, and Bob Berg.
