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DOUG MC LEOD

"Never play a note you don't believe."

That's the advice a one-eyed country blues singer named Ernest Banks from Toano, VA. gave long ago to singer-songwriter guitarist Doug MacLeod, who has since emerged as one of the most highly respected blues artists on the scene today. 

The Early Years

Doug was born in New York City and was in his early teens when his family moved to St. Louis, where he first heard the blues. In the mid-60's he enlisted in the Navy, and while stationed at Norfolk, VA., began to play acoustic country blues in the coffeehouses in Virginia and Maryland. Following his service in the Navy, Doug attended school, played the blues guitar part in the show ‘Grease', explored jazz, and toured with Mary MacGregor supporting her number one hit ‘Torn Between Two Lovers'. After a meeting with Shakey Jake Harris in 1978, Doug returned to his roots and began playing the blues in the Los Angeles area. 

Doug's reputation as a superb guitar player spread quickly as he played with such blues giants as Pee Wee Crayton, Lowell Fulson, Big Mama Thornton, Eddie "Cleanhead" Vinson, and Big Joe Turner. Also in Los Angeles, he met the legendary George "Harmonica" Smith, who became not only one of his best friends, but also a mentor and major influence on his music 

The Recordings

•1984 No Road Back Home ( Hightone ) Three W.C. Handy Nominations.

•1986 Woman In The Street ( Stomp ) Germany

•1987 54th And Vermont ( Stomp ) Germany 

•1991 Ain't The Blues Evil ( Volt/Fantasy ) 

•1994 met Joe Harley and recorded Come To Find ( AudioQuest ) feat. 

 Charlie Musselwhite. 

•1996 You Can't Take My Blues ( AudioQuest ) won Golden Note Award for
  Best Original Recording 1997.

•1997 Unmarked Road ( AudioQuest ) was chosen by Blues Revue magazine
 associate editor Maureen DelGrosso as one of the "Top Ten Blues 

Albums of the Century."

•1999 Live As It Gets (Mocombo ) with John ‘Juke' Logan.

•2000 Whose Truth, Whose Lies ( AudioQuest ) was chosen by Jazz Times 
Magazine writer Miles Jordan as one of The Top Five CD's of the Year 
2000
•2001 National Reso-Phonic Guitars Audio Catalog Vol. II

•2002A Little Sin ( Black and Tan )



The Writer

The high caliber of Doug's compositions (now numbering nearly 325) is evident on his nine albums and the works of other artists. His songs have been recorded by Albert King, Albert Collins, Son Seals, Joe Louis Walker, Papa John Creach, Dave Alvin, Eva Cassidy, Coco Montoya, Tabby Thomas, Chris Thomas King, Sun Records veteran Billy Lee Riley and James Armstrong. His material continues to be found on the TV screen in numerous shows and made-for-television films. Several of his songs continue to be featured in the long-running hit series In The Heat of the Night.

• Best Song Nominations: Your Bread Ain't Done, recorded by Albert King on 

his Grammy- nominated album, I'm In A Phone Booth Baby.

Cash Talking, The Working Man's Blues, recorded by Albert Collins on his 

Grammy-nominated Alligator release Cold Snap.

• In 1998 Doug signed with Blues Revue Magazine to write his column, "Doug's Back Porch" 



Tours, Festivals, Honors

Doug has appeared at the prestigious Long Beach Blues Festival four times. He played at the Belgium Rhythm and Blues Festival, where Gandalf Magazine called him "the event of the festival." He has played numerous festivals in Europe including The Amsterdam Blues Festival, The Tourcoing Jazz Festival in France, The Festival International De Guitare, and The Labadoux Folk Festival in Belgium, and countless clubs, concerts, radio and TV dates throughout Europe. 

He has performed at the noted Jazz On The Rocks Festival in Sedona, AZ an unprecedented nine times. When B.B. King's Blues Club opened in Hollywood, Doug was chosen to play the acoustic room Lucille's and to be the opening act in the main room, where he continued for three years on a regular basis. From 1994 to 1998 he was a featured performer at the world-renowned Stereophile Magazine High End Audio Show. Doug toured Europe in 1995 with John Cephas and Phil Wiggins, Nat Reese and Howard Armstrong, and John Mooney and returned in 1997 for a solo tour. In 1996 Doug began touring the USA where he played The BayFest in Mobile AL and made his first trip to Canada. The year 1997 found Doug playing the prestigious 1997 King Biscuit Blues Festival in Helena AK.,where his electrifying performance garnered him a standing ovation and a return trip the following year. 


Through 1998 and 1999 Doug continued playing festivals such as The Kalamazoo Blues Festival, Hudson Valley Blues Festival, and the Penn State Arts Festival while touring in the Northeast and Midwestern parts of the U.S. He has shared the stage with or opened for such notables as Honeyboy Edwards, John Hammond, Dave Alvin, Charlie Musselwhite, Keb Mo, Taj Mahal, Gatemouth Brown, Shemekia Copeland, Homesick James, and Joe Louis Walker. In 1998 Doug was honored by having his portrait put on display at the prestigious Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale, MS. That same year, Blues Revue magazine featured Doug in their November Special Acoustic Blues issue. In 1999 the German folk music magazine Folker! also ran a feature story on Doug. The year 2000 found Doug returning to Europe for another very successful tour of concerts and festivals including Le Sommet du Blues in Switzerland. In October he received a standing ovation for his performance at the prestigious Blues Masters At The Crossroads Festival in Salina KS, where he shared the bill with such legendary artists as Pinetop Perkins, Lazy Lester, and Henry Gray. 


The year 2001 found Doug touring the US with festival stops at Syracuse, Tucson, Wichita, with return trips to Sedona and Kalamazoo. He conducted Blues Clinics at The University of Arizona, Cal Poly Pomona, and Cal State Dominquez Hills. He returned to Europe for another successful tour and capped off the year on The QE2 Blues Cruise with Charlie Musselwhite, Gatemouth Brown, and Shemekia Copeland. The year 2002 found Doug releasing his first album for Black and Tan Records and doing two extensive European Tours to promote the new record. Doug was featured in Art Tipaldi's book Children of the Blues" 

The Radio Host

From 1992 to 1994 Doug hosted The Blues Highway, a weekly 4-hour radio show for EuroJazz. He currently hosts Nothin' But The Blues, the 10-hour weekend blues show, on KKJZ 88.1 FM and www.jazzandblues.org out of Long Beach, CA. 


The Future

Doug is planning on touring more in the U.S. and will return to Europe for at least two tours in 2003. He will continue writing his column ‘Doug's Back Porch for Blues Revue Magazine, hosting "Nothin' But The Blues" on KKJZ radio, all the while, preparing for his second album on Black and Tan Records. 


"MacLeod is not a mere imitator of a style, but one of the vibrant voices that will keep this sound alive into the next century." Blues Revue 

"Cross an extraordinary acoustic blues guitarist with a savvy 

singer/songwriter, and you've got Doug MacLeod." Living Blues 

"Doug MacLeod, now there's a man who can really play the blues"

David ˜Honeyboy' Edwards 

"MacLeod's acoustic guitar playing is virtuostic."  Blues Access 

"It's impressive that Doug can hold an audience so well by himself. He nails 

them by being real, friendly, deep, and fun."   Bob Margolin
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