Ana Popovic

Ana Popovic is a gritty, earthy blues rocker who has been directly or indirectly influenced by artists like Koko Taylor, Etta James, Ruth Brown, Esther Phillips, and Tina Turner, but she isn't from Chicago, Memphis, New Orleans, or anywhere else in the United States. The singer/guitarist grew up in Yugoslavia, an unlikely place for someone to learn to sing and play the blues. But in fact, that was exactly where she became interested in American blues, rock, soul, funk, and jazz. Popovic was born in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, on May 13, 1976, when Eastern Europe was still dominated by oppressive communist regimes. As a teenager, she not only learned to sing blues and rock, she also learned to play guitar and was influenced by Elmore James' electric slide guitar techniques. Popovic was in her late teens when in 1995 she formed her first band, Hush. By that time, the Iron Curtain was no more; communism had disappeared from the countries of Eastern Europe, and musicians in that part of the world were able to travel freely. Hush played countless shows in Yugoslavia and in 1998, traveled to Hungary and Greece for some gigs. 1998 was the year in which Hush recorded an album, titled Hometown, which didn't receive much exposure in the U.S., but was reviewed in various European publications. 1999 was an eventful year for Popovic; that year, she moved to the Netherlands, put together a new band (which has been billed as the Ana Popovic Band), and signed with the German Ruf label as a solo artist. In October 2000, she visited the U.S. and recorded most of her debut solo album, Hush!, in Memphis before finishing the album in Utrecht, Holland. Hush! (which was named after her first band) points to the fact while Popovic is blues-oriented, she is not a blues purist and does not embrace a traditional 12-bar format all of the time. Popovic, who sings with only a slight trace of an East European accent and is quite easy to understand, combines blues with rock, soul, funk, and jazz and she has no problem delivering a muscular blues-rock attack while being quite jazzy and moody when she wants to. Hush! was released by Ruf in January 2002 and made it to U.S. stores as an import.
