Zucchero
Born Adelmo Fornaciari near Reggio Emilia, Italy, on September 25, 1955. Zucchero has always been a musician open to a wide range of musical of tastes. The classical and folk strains of his European homeland shaped him, along with rock 'n' roll, and R&B soul. Nicknamed Zucchero (Sugar) by a childhood teacher, he began early on in his career forming his first bands between 1970 and 1978, "Le Nuove Luci", "Sugar & Daniel", "Sugar & Candies". 
Zucchero came to prominence at Italian music festivals, and released his debut album in 1983 entitled "Un Po' Di Zucchero". A partnership and resulting album with Randy Jackson then followed. By the time of his third studio release, "Rispetto", his band had grown to include David Sancious (former Bruce Springsteen keyboardist), Narada's Michael Walden (jazz-pop innovator) and Brian Auger (perhaps Britain's premier jazz organist). 
The album "Blue's", was the Zucchero's breakthrough. It was the best-selling pop music album in Italy's history, selling over 1,300,000 copies. Joining Sugar on the album is, Corrado Rustici, David Sancious, Clarence Clemmons, and The Memphis Horns. Each song from "Blue’s" has a unique, and unmistakable sound. From the charming "Dune Mosse", to the ironic "Pippo". The catchy "Senza Una Donna", and soul-nostalgic "Hey Man", are complimented by the sweet song "Hai Scelto Me". 
The following tour was a terrific success. Zucchero's band for the first time, included an outstanding vocalist whom he met on the streets of London, named Lisa Hunt. During this tour for three gigs, Joe Cocker performs with Zucchero. They join for an unforgettable version of "With a Little Help From My Friends". 

Zucchero’s fifth studio album "Oro Incenso e Birra" is released in 1989. This album exceeds the achievements of "Blue's". "Oro Incenso e Birra" has a Mediterranean flavor, blended with Zucchero's love of blues. Eric Clapton appears with a guitar solo and background vocals on "Wonderful World". Another song "Diamante", destined to become one of Sugar's most popular, makes it's first appearance. With a new hit album under his hat, Zucchero embarks on another successful tour of Italy and the world. 
In 1990, Zucchero and Eric Clapton team up for 12 nights beginning at London’s Royal Albert Hall. As December arrives, it finds Zucchero performing at the Kremlin in Moscow. During the set he sang with Randy Crawford on "Imagine", and Toni Childs on "Many Rivers to Cross". Moscow’s Vivaldi Orchestra accompanied Sugar on "Any Time". Zucchero also records the single"Senza Una Donna (Without a Woman)" with Paul Young. This single rose to the top of the charts in Europe, and reached the No. 2 spot on the UK charts. Also released in the United States, "Senza Una Donna" reaches fourth place on the singles charts. "Diamante" follows as the next single, also topping the European charts. 
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"Miserere", Zucchero's sixth studio album was released internationally in October of 1992 in Italian and English. The album featured 11 new songs. The title track is a duet with the Luciano Pavarotti. Adapting the lyrics for the English version of this song, was Bono of U2. The song has a wonderful blend of languages, as Pavarotti sings in Italian, and Zucchero in English. "Miserere" reaches the 11th spot on the UK charts. Preceeding the album's release was the video "L’urlo". 
Zucchero and Pavarotti also began the project called "Pavarotti &Friends". This became one of the most important musical events in the world, where rock musicians join with classical musicians for charity purposes. The first concert was broadcast internationally, live from Modena to most European major channels. The video and the album were a huge success, and marketed in the US with great results. Since then, other artists like Michal Bolton, Meatloaf, The Chieftains, Eric Clapton, Elton John, Sheryl Crow, Joan Osborne, and Jon Secada have performed at these benefits. 
During 1993, "Miserere" is presented with a multi-platinum (7) certification for sales reaching over 1.4 million copies sold in Italy and Europe. Then at Montecarlo’s Sporting Club where the World Music Award Ceremony was held, Zucchero is presented the "Year’s Most Successful Italian Singer" award. 
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1994 arrives, and Zucchero begins working on the album "Diamante", with translations by Fito Paez, renowned star from Argentina. After its release, Zucchero embarks on a six week promotional tour of South America. After the tour, he performs at Woodstock, where Sugar is the only European artist scheduled to perform. He then heads back to Italy to begin working on another new album...."Spirito Di Vino". 
Early in 1995 he spent three weeks at A&M Studios in Los Angeles recording tapes for the album. During this time, he attended an evening dedicated to John Belushi held at the House of Blues, hosted by Jim Belushi and Dan Aykroyd. Sugar was invited to perform "Diavolo in Me" and "You are So Beautiful" to an audience of LA’s VIPs. 

[image: image3.png]



[image: image7.jpg]


"Spirito DiVino" was released May 27, 1995. The title’s double meaning is a constant in Zucchero’s world. With characteristic wit, Zucchero envisioned the title as a punning homage both to the divine essence, and the god of wine. As does his music, the title erodes any easy division between sacred and profane, spirit and flesh. In "Spirito DiVino", the album's concept lies in Zucchero’s desire to dive into the musical scene of New Orleans. The very place where he recorded the album, to capture the sound and the atmosphere of the Mississippi Delta. 

At the "Boiler Studio", Zucchero was joined by the New Orleans Gospel Choir, Johnnie Johnson (a pianist known for his work with Chuck Berry), Leo Nocentelli (the Meters) a living legend from New Orleans, and Pat MacDonald of Timbuk 3, who played harmonica and wrote some of the English lyrics for the album. "Papà perché (No More Regrets - English version)", is an autobiographical song and one of Zucchero’s favorite tracks, dedicated to his father. Jeff Beck joins in to play guitars, and on drums is Stewart Copeland. 

After playing a sold out tour in Italy, Zucchero toured Europe from London to Paris, and Vienna to Brussels. In the middle of his 1996 European Tour, he stopped in Montecarlo to collect an award "World’s Best Selling Italian Artist of 1995". He then headed to South America where "Spirito DiVino" was released. 

"Spirito Divino" was awarded the IFPI’s Million Seller award. World sales of "Spirito DiVino" exceeded 2,000,000 copies. Zucchero also took part in the Montreaux Jazz Festival, where he performed with Little Richard, and with Buddy Guy at the benefit concert for Liberia, held in Milan. 
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The "Best of Zucchero - Greatest Hits" album includes 13 hits and three brand new songs produced by Stephen Lypson, and premiered in Paris November of 1996. Upon release of the album, it rocketed to the top spot in Italy, where it stayed six consecutive weeks (10 platinum, sales exceeded 880,000 copies). In France, the album was No.1 for five weeks in a row, reaching double platinum status (600,000 copies sold). Other Top Ten territories include Switzerland (2 platinum), Belgium (gold), Austria (gold), Germany (gold), Portugal (gold), and Holland. The "Best of..." has sold over 2.5 million copies to date. 

The album is produced with lavish skill and a flair for the dramatic. The listener is bathed in a wonderful wash of sound, ranging from intimate meditations on love and desire, to funky R&B, and the sound of Zucchero's voice. In it, you can hear echoes of the great soul singers like Ray Charles, Levi Stubbs, &Otis Redding. Yet more can be heard, something uniquely personal...the sound of an absolutely distinctive vocalist at the height of his own, very individual, power. Zucchero's voice can be soft and sensual, easily portraying passion and emotion....then will turn rough, and hard, to stir your soul. 

The "Best of..." was released in Japan, Malaysia, South Africa and Argentina, and gained media attention in the US, where it was released on Mercury Records. Zucchero’s April tour took him once again, to the prestigious club The House of Blues in LA. He also participated in the Rainforest Benefit held at NY’s Carnegie Hall with artists Sting, Elton John, and Stevie Wonder, among others. 

In February of 1998, Zucchero was invited as special guest to the Grammy Awards Gala in New York. During the Awards week, Luciano Pavarotti was given the "Musicares Person Of The Year". Zucchero joined the gala with other musicians like Sting, Aretha Franklin, and Gloria Estevan. During the ceremony, Zucchero performed his version of "Va Pensiero". 
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Sugar has completed and released his long awaited new album "Blue Sugar" ("Zucchero Blu").  He claims this is the album he's always wanted to do.  From what I've heard, it is down to earth and even a little gritty.  Personally, I like it.  A new World Tour will begin in February of 1999.  Zucchero will start with Europe, then in late September or early October, he will be touring the US, hitting major cities for concerts.  THE TOUR SCHEDULE PAGE HAS BEEN UPDATED WITH USA DATES AND VENUES!!!

